
 

 

Best of America by Horseback is pleased to 
announce the recipients of the first annual 
awards for very special people that have 
done so much for the horse world. Through 
the upcoming years, we will an-
nounce opportunities for you and our mem-
bers to nominate people that are extraordi-
nary yet ride spend their lives every day 
helping and riding with all of us. 
 
I am not going to attempt to detail the win-
ners with a detailed biography or their life 
story. In some ways, you will know their story as they represent so many others that you 
know. Each of these people are the kind of people you and I are drawn to know. They would 
be the kind of people you would see at a ride, and without knowing their names, be the folks 
you wish to ride along side or talk with. Each of these people are the ones that will help you 
on a ride or in camp for no reason, other than being a friend that you feel you have known 
all your life. These are also the people that work in their own ways to make life better for 
everyone around them. Some are expert horse people and some are people that inspire us to 
live a better life with our horses and friends. 
 
These people will learn of their recognition as they read this with you. Each of them would 
say they feel there are others more qualified or deserving. That is the way they are, but I as-
sure you that I am blessed to have known each of these people. In the future, it will be your 
responsibility to seek out those that we wish to recognize as a thank you to them for who 
they are and how they help all of us with horse adventures and, better yet, a betterment of 
our own lives. It is such an honor to name them and introduce them to you. 
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ISSUE 53 / February 2015 

http://www.facebook.com/bestofamericabyhorseback
http://www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/


Page 2 

The John Paul Schneider Award  
Long before I began Best of America, John Paul often guided trail riders in north Florida. I 
came to Florida with friends to ride but stayed in a pitiful tent and had virtually no money. 
He cared for all of us and guided us through the Suwanee River area as if we were royal 
guests. He told us the history of the area, showed us how he and others worked with the area 
officials to create and maintain trails for everyone. He lives his faith and kindness to every-
one. He wanted to go on my Atlantic to Pacific, 3,000 mile ride but gave it up in part, to care 
for his best friend's horses, so he could go. 
 
John Paul helped me take my old friend, Jim Barco, on his last ride, despite all odds of health 
and conditions.  I will never forget seeing my dying friend's tears streaming down his face as 
he was so proud to have that one last ride with his friends. 
 
John lives in Live Oak, Florida with his dear wife Betty. I could 
say so much more, but the John Paul Schneider Award goes to 
Red Schulte of the RO Ranch. Red, up in years, is the closest 
living person to be a real Indiana Jones. You have to meet him 
to hear of his adventures in South America. You have to see 
the plane he still flies. You have to visit the RO Ranch which 
he donated to the state, a permanent place for generations to 
come, as a place protected for you to ride. Make sure you have 
a cup of coffee when you ask about his mules and wagons, 
which he still takes anyone that wishes to ride along. He will 
do anything for you he can and inspire you to love life to the 
fullest, regardless if you do not ride, or are a beginner or the 
most accomplished rider. As I write this, I am pondering his 
yesterday's e mail about going with him to Washington before 
the end of the month to lobby Congressman to do more to pro-
tect trails and create new ones. He asks for nothing and does 
everything he can. Please meet John Paul and Red the next 
time you are in Florida and you will understand these things.  
 

The Mike Phillips Award 
Even though you may not have the opportunity to meet Mike Phillips, you knew him. 
 
Mike was extremely quiet. He was the Trail Boss on the Mexico to Canada ride and will be 
seen on the upcoming series of television shows but Mike did so much more. 
 
Mike passed away less than one week of his 50th wedding anniversary. He was devoted to 
his wife Wanda that carries on his legacy and continues to travel with Best of America by 

Red Schulte  
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Horseback as an Ambassador of friendship to everyone and is a vital key to the show with 
her camera talents. As I write this, she just finished riding to the Dragoon Mountains near 
Tombstone, Arizona to the remote, rugged and historic Cochise Stronghold by horseback 
AND carrying a camera to record it for you and the television show. In a strange way, Mike 
was with her and encouraged her as he did all of us. 
 
Mike was dedicated to his love of horses, riding over every foot of the way on over 1,000 
miles beside me across deserts and along cattle trails. However, he characterized himself as 
an only an average rider! He talked often about his admiration of the Back Country Horse-
men and the ideals taught by them. His comments often praised the Back Country Horsemen 

for building trails which insures future generations having a place 
to ride. If I could choose anyone to ride with Kristen, Pat, Del and 
myself to cross America or Canada, it would be Mike. His last 
words reflected his joy of being with us on our ride to the Yukon. 
 
My words cannot express the greatness of this humble man and his 
boundless friendship. 
 
The first Mike Phillips Award by Best of America by Horseback of 
someone who does so much for others without seeking recognition 
of reward other than the joy of making all our lives better is Yvette 
Rollins of Springville, Indiana. She has dedicated her life and great 
heart to making a difference in our lives, the horse world, making 
an impact for the future of trail riding with the Back Country Horse-
man and an endless love of everyone she meets. It is an honor to 
know her and name her in this award. 
 

The Aileen Livingston Award 
Years ago, a charming lady named Aileen Livingston was in a crowd of people at a horse ex-
po. As I walked by she called out and wanted to say “HI”.  When I began asking about her, 
she remarked that she was sure we did not have time to talk as I was scheduled to speak 
soon. I may have fibbed a bit and told her I needed to go sit down and take a coffee break and 
invited her to join me. I asked her about herself and her dreams. She confided that she some-
day wanted to ride in every state. She told me she cannot ride much anymore due to health 
problems. Regardless, I was inspired by this woman and her dreams and kindness. 
 
Aileen has ridden in 38 states so far, including Alaska and the Yukon.  Yes, she still tries to 
convince me she is too old or health, etc will make it difficult but, even if she did not ride an-
other mile, she has inspired others to live their dreams. I remember being asked at a large 

Yvette Rollins 
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speaking engagement who my hero was, and without a thought, asked Aileen to stand with a 
resulting standing ovation. Each of us wants to be like Aileen in our dreams, our character as 
exemplified in her kindness to everyone around her. She inspired a group of ladies that have 
never been far from home to become the “6-pack" and travel across America from New Eng-
land through the deserts of the southwest to Norco, California and back.  A fine lady from the 
north with all the charm of the southern ladies and the heart of every American in every way. 
She will be with us at the Gathering in May and I cherish her friendship so very much. 
 
The recipient of the first Aileen Livingston Award for determination and inspiring others to 
follow their dreams is Robyn Yeager of Pine Grove, West Virginia.  Robyn was in a horrific 
horse accident some years ago and has forgotten, I suspect, how many surgeries, pins, plates, 
etc she has received. Never without a smile, her every conversation is about someone we can 
help get through the many obstacles life gives us. Few people 
can inspire you with patriotism as Robyn. Her devotion to her 
family, particularly her nephew Dutch, has inspired him to 
become a lobbyist for all of us as he has worked with Legisla-
tors, Senators, and others to create and preserve trails.  She 
overcame directives from the doctors that she would never 
ride again. She asked me if she could ride with Best of Ameri-
ca, I was thrilled to invite her as we left the legal folks hyper-
ventilating on the floor. I have lost count on how many rides 
she has been on. I could not begin to count the people she has 
helped. And on our last cruise the girls and Kristen had a ball 
planning the formal night. I have seen Robin in many phases 
of her life, but I can tell you she deserves the first Aileen Liv-
ingston Award as one of the most beautiful and charming 
people I have ever met. She is as beautiful in her heart as ap-
pearing at formal night on a cruise. She opens her heart and 
has inspired countless people and is one of the greatest heroes 
I have ever met. 
 

The Liz Malcom Award 
The Liz Malcom Award was created to honor an incredible woman. Quiet and happy to be in 
the background, she spent a life as a professional nurse helping people. She and her sister 
Kathy Baldwin were the first two people to make the Mexico to Canada Trip happen. In her 
quiet but determined way, they both pressured me to make the final decision to make it hap-
pen. Liz wanted to ride across the heart of America 'before she was too old to do it' on her be-
loved walking horse. She and Kathy became almost a spiritual leader to all of us, sometimes 
in the way of an angel and sometimes less so as she made her point.  Liz broke her arm and 

Robyn Yeager on her first trail ride with 
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still rode with us. Liz rode in the wagon ruts of years past of the settlers. Liz, more than any-
one else, represented the same American spirit and determination that made America great. 
Hardly a day goes by that I do not reminisce of her riding up to me at a place called Indian 
Springs alongside the small lake with a gentle breeze that was blowing her soft silver hair 
and listening to her express in words my thoughts of wishing to stay in such a beautiful 
place. 
 
I cannot think of a finer person to give the first Liz Malcom Award to than to her sister she 
loved so much, Kathy Baldwin. Kathy rode with Liz, myself and others across the Valley of 
Death Trails under the same conditions of the early explorers. She rode on the lands of her 
ancestors and actually visited with relatives there in the deserts and plains. She rode the his-
toric trails and through the cattle country. I remember her words to me as we came out of old 
Mexico and topped a ridge overlooking the Rio Grande River.  Even though Liz lived and 

completed her dream before passing 
away, her inspiration and example lives 
on to inspire others and is shown every 
day in the kind heart of her sis-
ter.  Aside from being an incredible 
horse person, Kathy has ventured to the 
jungles of Belize to provide free medical 
help to villages and children to honor 
Liz and her lifetime work to help oth-
ers. I have known no finer people then 
Liz and Kathy. It is with tears of joy and 
sorrow I write these words but am in-
credibly proud to have known these 
women and present the Liz Malcom 
Award to the sister we love so much, 
Kathy Baldwin.  

 

Congratulations to these trail riders who are making a difference! 
 
As the year continues, be thinking about who you would like to nominate for next year’s  
recipients. 
 
You can always write me direct at my personal email at tseay10@aol.com. I will answer you 
or help you in any way I can. 

Tom   

Kathy Baldwin with Tom at the school in Belize where Kathy donated her 

talents as a nurse for free medical care. 

mailto:tseay10@aol.com


 October 25-27 

Leatherwood Mountains 

Ferguson, NC 

 Oct 30 - Nov 3 

American Heart Assoc.  

Beach Ride 

Myrtle Beach, SC 

 January 12-18 

Reunion Cruise 

Grand Cayman, Jamaica 

& Haiti 

 January 24-26 

R.O. Ranch 

Mayo, FL 

 April 18-20 

“Our Barn” 

Ridgeway, SC 

 May 2-4 

East Fork Stables 

Jamestown, TN 

 May 16-18 

4th Annual Gathering 

Tom’s Farm in Virginia 

 June 13-15 

Old Cow Town 

Saguache, CO 

 June 20-22 

Tribute to the Mustang 

Wyoming 
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Join us on these upcoming rides! 
Find more details on our website: www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/ridesevents.html 

 

Circle Z Ranch - Patagonia, AZ 
 February 22-March 1, 2015 
 *Limited Riders 
 Join Tom & Del at this Dude Rancher’s Asso

 ciation approved historic dude ranch in  AZ, 

 where shows like “Gunsmoke” and movies 

 like John Wayne’s “Red River” were filmed. 

 All inclusive ride. Great location if you don’t 

 have a horse. 
 

East Fork Stables - Jamestown, TN 
 May 1-3, 2015 
 Enjoy the weekend full of fun activities for the 

 Kentucky Derby 

 
“Spring Training” Trail Ride and Horse-

manship Clinics - Culpeper,  VA 
 May 8-12 
 *VERY LIMITED SPACE 
 Join Tom Seay on his personal farm for special 

 one on one trail riding,  clinics, cattle drives 

 and so much more! 
 

Gathering at the Farm - Culpeper,  VA 
 May 15-17 
 Cattle drives, team penning, clinics and semi-

 nars at Tom’s personal farm 
 

Greenhorn Guest Ranch - Quincy, CA  
 June 26-30 
 *Very Limited Space 
 Dude Rancher’s Association Approved dude 

 ranch, all inclusive ride. Lots of fun activities in 

 addition to riding. Great location if you  don’t 

 have a horse. 

 

“Cowboy Rendezvous” at Stepping Stone 

Ranch - West Greenwich, RI 
 October 9-11 
 **Must contact location to participate 
 Participate in this unique event in Rhode  
 Island as Tom Seay and Best of America by 

 Horseback covers their 10th Annual event as 

 well as the 60th Anniversary of the ranch. 
 

Cruise to Eastern Caribbean 
 Nov 1-8 
 Join Tom on this NEW cruise location to St. 

 Thomas, St. Maarten, and the Bahamas on this 

 7 night cruise. 
 

Carriages, Wagons & Mules at RO Ranch  

- Mayo, FL 
 Nov 13-15 
 All breeds are invited to join this special ride 

 event that will also be open for carriages and 

 wagons.  

 
 

C&O Canal Ride at Mexico Farms-Cumberland, MD 

 TBD 

 Ride the historic C&O Canal and learn its history  

 

 

 
 

2016 Grand Tour Locations  

To Be Announced! 

To join Tom Seay and Del Shields  

for an adventure . . . 

Call 540-829-9555 or visit 

www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com 

http://www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/ridesevents.html
http://www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/ridesevents.html
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Howdy Friends,  
 
I pray that you are enjoying good health, joy and prosperity 
in this New Year of 2015. 
 
Things here at the High Trail Ranch are busy in so many 
ways while we are enjoying a great start to an exciting year. 
At this time I am working a number of horses brought to me 
to start and train. This takes several hours a day, but I am 
getting lots of saddle time and great exercise in the round 
pen. After being cooped up for the winter, this feels pretty 
good. There is so much enjoyment and sense of satisfaction 
in taking a horse that wants nothing to do with you, and 
then watching him develop and mature his thinking right 
before your very eyes until all he wants to do is be with you. 
Everything about him seems to change including the very 
look in his eye and the demeanor in his face and body. And 
when you get in the saddle and they just walk off, there is that enormous feeling of WHOO..I 
did something right! 
 
I am excited to finish up with this bunch of horses later this month because at that time I have 
some really exciting venues booked where I'll be entertaining throughout the spring and 
summer. 
 
In March I will be appearing at the Springfield Illinois Horse fair for three days and have a 
booth set up. So stop by and see me if you are there. You can see my tour dates on my web-
site and hopefully I'll see you at some of these locations. I can't wait to hit the music trail 
again. 
 
With this in mind, I would like to share with you some of the sponsors who stand behind me 
and behind the show. These folks do so much more than is sometimes mentioned or realized. 
Though I won't mention all the show sponsors as Kristen makes these available in so many 

ways, I will mention my gratitude for Twisted X Boots and their long standing support of 

our crew. I have enjoyed more miles of comfort in there boot than I can begin to mention. 

Two saddle companies that have personally supported me are Martin by Cashel and Bar J 

saddlery. The Bar J saddle is a signature saddle I use for training which has features I person-

ally requested. It is easy on the eyes/seat and tough as they come. I love it. The Martin is of 

course a saddle that needs no introduction, but is well known and proven. I use this one par-

ticularly for trail riding because if its comfort for all day in the saddle quality. At the same 

http://delshieldsmusic.com/tour/
http://delshieldsmusic.com/tour/
http://www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/sponsors.html
http://www.twistedxboots.com/index.htm
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Visit Del’s website  
to see his tour schedule  

or to purchase his CDs:  
delshieldsmusic.com 

 

LIKE Del on Facebook 

Del Shields 

time, while this particular rig was not designed for such, it is tough enough to rope steers 

from. Works great for ponying colts. Of course these wouldn't be complete in my eyes with-

out the CSI Saddle Pads I use beneath them. I  have no desire to ever switch pads. My Lat-

est sponsor is McKee Guitars. Austin McKee is a true craftsman who has developed and 

amazing sounding line of guitars that are as beautiful to look at as they are to listen to. I am 

working hard to get the fullest and truest sound from the one I am using from Austin. I also 

want to thank Dave Robart of Robart Pinchelss Bits who allows me to put a bit in my horse's 

mouth that let me have superior communication and control in a way that is comfortable for 

my animals. I use and recommend these bits on a regular basis. I feel blessed to be able to 

promote products I actually use and believe in.  That being said, one last sponsor I would 

like to make mention of is not that is not a personal sponsor but that is a partner with the 

show. B&W Trailer Hitches is located right here in my home town of Humboldt Kansas, 

and the folks who own and manage it are my neighbors and friends. Often times when a 

business is successful, all you see and hear are the ads and screen plays of its progression. 

While not mentioning any specifics, I would like to herald the news of the wonderful things 

that have been and are being done in our community through the efforts of this organiza-

tion and its leadership. From our parks to our schools and sports facilities for our children, 

to the elderly and individuals in personal need, these folks have a heart for people and are a 

very real and present strength where they lie and beyond. They represent what is good 

about this country and about the heart of our Best Of America Family. So I say thank you to 

all of these sponsors and the rest I have not mentioned but who are represented on our pro-

gramming. We are thankful to be partners with you and to be able to spread the word about 

you because of your true quality and honor. I'll leave you with this quote from Tom Seay, 

"Don't ever do business with anyone you wouldn't take home to your dinner table to eat 

with your family." We are proud to say that each of our sponsors/partners are part of that 

family. Till we meet again, God be with you and....ALWAYS RIDE THE HIGH TRAIL. 

Del  
 

If you have suggestions for Del about where you would like to see him perform,  
send him an email: singingpoet_1@hotmail.com  

http://delshieldsmusic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Del-Shields/195579913794401
http://delshieldsmusic.com/store/
http://www.csipads.com/
http://www.mckeeguitars.com/
http://www.turnoverball.com/
mailto:singingpoet_1@hotmail.com
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Jamie & Jerry Davis - OH 
Jordan & Diane  Dove - SC 

Margarita & Arial Duchesne - AL 
Karen & Andy Fletcher - AL 

Jimmy & Shannon Howard - KY 

Marianne Jolley - VA 
Maxton & Sandra Leist - IL 

Don Lyday - SC 
Max & Jacci Ryan - AR 

Dixie & Luther Shumpert - SC 

Twisted X Boots 

Milton Keller - VA 
 

www.twistedxboots.com 
 

Del Shield’s CD 

Keith & Robyn Payne - IL 
 

 delshieldsmusic.com 
 

Tie One On Halters 

Pat & Jim Heidecker - IL 
 

www.facebook.com/pages/Tie-One-On-Paracord-Halter-LLC 

 

Spurr’s big fix 

Katie & Tom Barton - CO 
 

 www.spurrsbigfix.com 
 

BOABH dVD 

 Jim Bass - SC 
James & Patricia Dance - 

MA 
Stephanie Deoatorrient - SC 

Judy Llyod - CA 
Marilyn Dillingham  KY 

                     

You can become a Trail Club Member for just $29.95 for the whole year today!  

Its quick and easy with two ways: 

Call our office at 540-829-9555 

Or send us an email, info@bestofamericabyhorseback.com 

Visit our website for all the benefits of being a Trail Club Member: 

www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/trailclub 

New Winners every month! 
Plus keep an eye out for new Choice Product Sponsors  

to giveaway their products! 

horsequencher.com 

Horse Quencher 

http://www.twistedxboots.com/
http://horsequencher.com/
http://delshieldsmusic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tie-One-On-Paracord-Halter-LLC/232058570309457?ref=stream
http://www.spurrsbigfix.com/
http://www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/boabhlogogear.html
http://www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/trailclub.html
mailto:info@bestofamericabyhorseback.com
http://www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/trailclub.html
http://horsequencher.com/
http://www.twistedxboots.com/
http://delshieldsmusic.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tie-One-On-Paracord-Halter-LLC/232058570309457?ref=stream
http://www.spurrsbigfix.com/
http://horsequencher.com/
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How to choose a trainer for you 

and your horse? 

This is an important question, especially if you 
want a lasting relationship once the trainer is out 
of the picture. All too often I hear that people 
have dropped their horse off at the “trainer”, 
and when the horse came back it was not what 
they were expecting. 
 

To answer this, honestly try and trade places 
with your horse and treat him the way you 
would want to be treated if the roles were re-
versed. Try to think about how you want him 
trained, what your expectations are for him. 
These are questions you have a right and respon-
sibility to ask. 
 

Do you want a trainer that cares about you and 
your horse? To pick a trainer that is just as con-
cerned about you and your welfare is very im-
portant. The trainer should have you in his best 
interest as he trains your horse. Also, a trainer should have you involved during the training 
period. This will ensure that you understand how the horse is receiving what is being taught, 
and you will be able to communicate just as he was trained. 
  
It is a good idea to ask a potential trainer for references.  This can help in deciding if the 
trainer is right for your horse and you. Also, check for credentials and any certifications as 
this may be a contributing factor in your decision.  It is always important to watch a training 
session, take notes of the equipment a trainer uses. Do they use bits, spurs, tie downs, and 
how are these used in training? These are things that are important, because you as the lead-
er to your horse will have to use them too. If you are not comfortable with the equipment be-
ing used, then the trainer may not be the best decision for you and your horse. 
  
Another important part of picking a trainer is a contract, this will separate a professional 
from an amateur. 
 

The training contract should describe exactly what will be accomplished in a realistic 
timeframe. A training log should be used by the trainer to document the progress. This will 
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help if something should happen to interrupt the train-
ing, and can be used as a reference for future training. 
 

Once you have done all of these things it is time to de-
termine the value and what you would be willing to pay 
for training. The price should not be the only determin-
ing factor, as cheap is not always the best. If a trainer is 
going to give the proper time to train a horse in a 30 day 
period, they should charge accordingly. Some things to 
consider, a trainer needs to spend time with your horse. If a trainer charges $600 for 30 days 
training, and spends 1 hour 6 days a week, that is $25 per hour. Which is not much time for 
training. If they spend 2 hours 6 days a week, that is $12.50 per hour. Again, a horse needs 
time and a trainer needs to be paid accordingly for the service. 
 

Generally you will want to find a trainer that will spend the time it takes to properly train 
your horse to your needs and as fast as the horse will comfortably allow. Planning to spend a 
couple thousand on training and have your horse prepared properly is a small price to pay in 
the lifetime you and your horse will share together.  Just remember, your horse does not care 
how much you or the trainer knows about training, he cares about how much you both care 
about him. 
 

I hope this helps in finding the trainer you and your horse deserve. If you would like more 

information on this topic, let me know.       

Justin   
  Email: Justin@dunnhighcountry.com    

 

Visit Justin’s website to learn more about his trail riding business, clinics in 

beautiful Guffey, CO and upcoming events for Justin:  

dunnshighcountry.com 
 

Be sure to LIKE Justin on Facebook  

Justin Dunn Mustang Horsemanship  
www.facebook.com/JustinDunnMustangHorsemanship 

mailto:Justin@dunnhighcountry.com
http://dunnshighcountry.com/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/JustinDunnMustangHorsemanship
https://www.facebook.com/JustinDunnMustangHorsemanship
http://dunnshighcountry.com/
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Beat the Winter Blues with a Getaway to a  

Southwestern Dude Ranch 
By: Colleen Hodson 
 

 
Dreaming of warmth, sunshine and adventure? Leave the cold and 

dreary weather at home and embark on the original all-inclusive vacation at a   Southwestern 

dude ranch located in Arizona or New Mexico  

 

There is a broad spectrum of DRA-accredited guest ranches 

across North America, ranging from rustic, no-frills working 

ranches to luxury resort-style ranches. From valleys complete 

with untouched Rocky Mountain backdrops to desert sunsets 

across the Southwest, you can find DRA-accredited ranches 

throughout the Western U.S., as well as in California, Arkansas 

and Canada. If you’re dreaming of a warm vacation destination 

this season, the DRA can help plan the perfect winter escape to 

a Southwestern dude ranch where activities include horseback 

riding, swimming, fishing, nature walks, whitewater rafting and 

much more. 

 

If you’re looking for a luxury dude ranch experience, Arizona’s dude ranches might be the per-

fect fit. The breathtaking backdrop of extraordinary landscapes like the Grand Canyon, Monu-

ment Valley and The Painted Desert is just the start to a memorable vacation. Tanque Verde 

Ranch, located just east of Tucson, is one of the premier all-inclusive dude ranch resorts in the 

country. You will find the perfect blend of Western adventure, solitude and luxury amenities to 

make your vacation unforgettable. Or escape to the warm heart of the Southwest at Rancho de 

los Caballeros.  This resort has the soul of a bed and breakfast offering full resort amenities and 

privacy, yet with the charm and intimacy of yesteryear. Additional ranches in Arizona that offer a 

wide range of activities and amenities include Circle Z Ranch, Elkhorn Ranch,  Hidden Meadow 

Ranch, Flying E Dude Ranch and White Stallion Ranch. 

 
To experience the true cowboy life, select one of 

New Mexico’s dude ranches where evidence of the 

American Old West is visible at every turn. Explore 

the outlaw trails of Billy the Kid, Butch Cassidy, and 

the Sundance Kid on horseback or head into the 

canyons that sheltered the great Apache warrior 

Geronimo in the 1800s. Geronimo Trail Guest 

Ranch is perfect for an “Old West” family adven-

ture. This ranch is located in the untouched Gila  
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National Forest of Southwestern New Mexico and 

offers a relaxed and personal atmosphere. New Mex-

ico is also home to Burnt Well Ranch, a small family 

owned cattle and sheep ranch located in Southeast-

ern New Mexico. Burnt Well Ranch is another great 

ranch to visit in the winter due to its mild winter 

temperatures ranging in the 60’s. 

 

As you can see there are plenty of options so let us 

help you find the perfect ranch for your winter geta-

way. 
 

 

To Learn More About the Dude Ranchers’ Association, their members, and to 

find the perfect dude ranch for you, visit their website: www.duderanch.org 
 

Be sure to LIKE them on Facebook: Dude Ranchers’ Association 
 

Look for this logo on dude ranches: 
 

 

 

 

Join Tom & Del at these Upcoming Dude Ranchers’ Association Locations: 
 

1 Space Left! 

February 22 - March 1: Circle Z Ranch in Patagonia, AZ - This historically significant ranch was the set-

ting for the television series Gunsmoke and John Wayne’s movie Red River. Few spaces are left! Don’t miss this amazing 

opportunity! 

 

Join Now! Spaces are very limited. 

June 26-30: Greenhorn Creek Guest Ranch in Quincy, CA - Enjoy the beauty of this Dude Ranchers’ 

Association Approved Ranch that is nestled in the “Friendliest County in California” close to the scenic Feather River 

Canyon and the most rugged trans-sierra railroad line in California. Don’t miss your chance to join Tom when we re-

turns to California. 
 

Call 540-829-9555 to join these limited rider locations and appear in an  

upcoming episode of Best of America by Horseback with Tom Seay. 

http://www.duderanch.org/index.php
https://www.facebook.com/DudeRanchers
http://www.duderanch.org/find.php
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by Jennifer Unruh  

 
We like stickers, you like stickers. So we decided to give you stickers! How about a bumper sticker 

that says "Don't worry, my hitch is American Made" or a window sticker that says the same thing. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanna tell the world that your hitch is America Made? Stick it on your window, stick it on your 

bumper, stick it on your tailgate, stick it on your tool box. What makes a sticker so awesome? It's 

simple. It sticks!   

 

Call us at 800.248.6564 or  

email us at marketingstaff@turnoverball.com  

if you would like one. We will get it in the mail.  

 

Stick away my friends, stick away. 

LIKE US on Facebook: B&W Trailer Hitches 

Visit our website: www.turnoverball.com 
Click logo to find  

a dealer near you 

mailto:marketingstaff@turnoverball.com
https://www.facebook.com/pages/BW-Trailer-Hitches/160943777258418?ref=br_tf
http://www.turnoverball.com/
http://www.turnoverball.com/
http://www.turnoverball.com/find-a-dealer
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A Common Conformation Issue That Interferes With 

Proper Saddle Fit - Bridging 
 

Does your horse have dry spots on his 
back after you ride? He may need a 
bridge pad. When a saddle bridges, it 
puts all the pressure from the rider on-
to the front and rear of the tree bars which can lead to the white spots of hair 
resulting from nerve damage and one seriously uncomfortable horse. De-
signed to fit under your regular saddle pad, the bridge pad is made of 

memory foam so it fills in the gaps between your horse and saddle which provides a more comfortable 
fit for your horse and eliminates painful pressure points. Available in 3/4" and 1" thicknesses. 
  
40 bridge pad: for a horse with a dropped, or sway back; 
choose 1" if it's significant like the horse pictured. 
41 shoulder bridge pad: for a horse with a typical horse 
back but hollows, or muscle atrophy, behind the shoulder 
blades and prominent withers.  
42 long shoulder bridge pad: for a horse with a dropped, 
or sway back, hollows behind shoulders, and prominent 
withers; often seen in older horses. 6" longer than 41 pad. 

Wear the boots that Tom Seay and Del Shields wear. Twisted X Boots has many styles 

to choose from. Here is this month’s boot selection. 
 

 

Click the logo to find  

a retailer near you. 

Men’s Ruff Stock 

Style # MRS0027      
 

NWS Toe, 14” Bomber with blue bomber top.  
Available in B 9 1.5-12,13 and D&EE 7-12,13,14. 

MSRP  $214.99. 
 

Available at fine western retailers.  

Like Twisted X Boots on Facebook: 

Twisted X Boots 

Visit Twisted X Boots website: 

www.twistedxboots.com 

 

Visit their website:  
tuckersaddlery.com 

 

 

Be sure to LIKE them on Facebook:  
Tucker Trail Saddles 

http://tuckersaddlery.com/index.shtml
http://www.twistedxboots.com/STORELOCATIONS.asp
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Twisted-X-Boots/226015337436217
http://www.twistedxboots.com/
http://tuckersaddlery.com/index.shtml
https://www.facebook.com/tuckersaddles
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The Homes for Horses Coalition Provides Support to the  
Equine Rescue Community 
 
The Homes for Horses Coalition (HHC) is a national coalition of 
horse rescues and sanctuaries with 315 member organizations ded-
icated to ending horse slaughter and other forms of equine abuse, 
while promoting growth, collaboration and professionalism in the 
equine rescue community.  The Coalition was founded in 2007 and 
is supported by the American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals, Animal Welfare Institute, and The Humane Society of 
the United States’ Jeannie Dodson Equine Protection Fund. 
 
The HHC is actively engaged in improving the lives of America’s 
horses by advancing the highest operating standards for equine 

rescues and sanctuaries, facilitating commu-
nication and collaboration among equine 
welfare organizations, and promoting adop-
tion.  “So many wonderful horses end up in 
rescue facilities through no fault of their own and we want them to 
find the homes they deserve,” says Cindy Gendron, the coordinator of 
the Coalition.  The HHC promotes The Global Federation of Animal 
Sanctuaries’ (GFAS) accreditation program and helped develop their 
standards of excellence for equine facilities.  “We wish that no horse 
had to be rescued; but, if they do, we want them being rescued by ex-
cellent organizations taking exemplary care of them,” said Gendron. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Homes for Horses Coalition provides its members with training opportunities, including 
webinars and a national conference, at little or no cost.  It provides resources the equine pro-
tection community needs to help horses including information about establishing and run-

 

Love, the day of intake at  

All About Equine Horse Rescue    

Love, after some much needed care 

 

Cindy Gendron 

http://www.homesforhorses.org/
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ning a rescue, emergency planning, innovative adoption programs, sound financial and man-
agement practices, and working with law enforcement. 
 
The Homes for Horses Coalition believes that: 
 Every horse has intrinsic value and deserves humane treatment at all stages of his or her 

life. 
 The horse industry has an obligation to promote responsible horse breeding, ownership 

and care. 
 Horse owners have a responsibility to provide high-quality, long-term care for their hors-

es. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More information can be found at www.homesforhorses.org.  

 

Be sure to LIKE Homes for Horses Coalition on Facebook: 

The Homes for Horses Coalition 

Continued ... 

Lissa on day of intake at  

Rainbow Meadows Equine Rescue and Retirement 

Lissa after much needed care and attention 

http://www.homesforhorses.org
https://www.facebook.com/HomesforHorses
http://www.homesforhorses.org/
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Little Cowgirl© 
By: Robyn Yeager 
 

As I sit and watch our little cowgirl wearing those old boots of mine, 
I reminisce of days gone by, when those old boots held a shine. 
I think about the trails I’ve traveled, and things I’ve seen along the way; 
The raging rivers, snow capped mountains, a sunset at the end of day. 

Like those old boots, I’m rough and unpolished, my heels worn and soul needs repair. 
My choices may not have been the best, though intentions were good and made with care. 
  
I watch that little girl struggle, giggling, trying to make those boots go straight; 
I think of struggles I’ve had to overcome, and my heart still feels the weight. 
I laugh as she shuffles across the floor, those boot tops above her knees, 
Then with innocent voice, she smiles and says, “Can I be a cowgirl too… please?” 
I think again of those trails I’ve traveled and the footprints I’ve left along the way. 
I lift my eyes to God above, “Make her trails easier than mine,” I pray. 
  
I take her in my arms and hold her, gently kiss her soft cheek and say, 
“Nothing would make me any prouder… but promise to shine your boots each day. 
Always pick your trails cautiously, and your choice of cowboys too; 
Not every bronc can be broken; don’t let ‘em get the best of you. 
There’s no shame in hitting the ground, if you have courage to get back in the saddle. 
Getting up is just the beginning, getting back on wins the battle. 
  
“Remember your word is a contract; help a neighbor whenever you can. 
Be kind to animals and people, and do right by your fellowman. 
Life isn’t about reaching your destination; it’s just about the ride. 
Keep a good horse under your saddle, and a good dog by your side. 
Never forget to thank the Lord for each day, no matter how bad it may be; 
Keep those boots always walking straight… you’ll be a better cowgirl than me. 
  
“Remember I’ll always be with you, and if ever there comes a day 
That you need a leg-up in the saddle, ask God, He’ll show you the way. 
Live life to the fullest, love and be happy until the day that you die… 
Don’t be afraid to try new things, if you spread 
your wings, you can fly. 
My old boots have taken their lumps, but 
they’ve done me honor, without fail, 
But darlin’, you’ll want your own pair of boots, 
and you’ll want to make your own trail.” 

http://www.quill-n-ink.com/blog/2013/05/27/little-cowgirl/
http://www.quill-n-ink.com/blog/2013/05/27/little-cowgirl/
http://www.quill-n-ink.com/blog/2013/05/27/little-cowgirl/
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Join Tom and Best of America by Horseback for 

these great once in a lifetime extended rides! 
 

May 8-12 
  “Spring Training” at Andora Farm  
  Culpeper, VA 
   Don’t miss this unique chance to 

  have natural horsemanship trainer,  

  Justin Dunn, at your fingertips to better 

  connect with your horse and get to  

  spend one on one time with Tom Seay 

  on his personal farm.  

   http://youtu.be/PgPM0lJ9vzY 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

June 26-30  

 Greenhorn Creek Guest Ranch 
  Quincy, CA  
   Join Tom at this beautiful Dude 

Ranchers’ Association guest ranch in California in the 

most friendliest counties of California. Greenhorn 

Creek Guest Ranch offers many activities in addition 

to riding.  Visit our website for more information, 

www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/ridesevents. You 

do not want to miss Tom’s return to California! 

 
To reserve your space on these rides, call 540-829-9555  

but hurry because spaces are limited! 

Click photo to watch promo 

http://youtu.be/PgPM0lJ9vzY
http://www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/ridesevents.html
http://youtu.be/PgPM0lJ9vzY
http://youtu.be/PgPM0lJ9vzY
http://youtu.be/PgPM0lJ9vzY


 October 25-27 

Leatherwood Mountains 

Ferguson, NC 

 Oct 30 - Nov 3 

American Heart Assoc.  

Beach Ride 

Myrtle Beach, SC 

 January 12-18 

Reunion Cruise 

Grand Cayman, Jamaica 

& Haiti 

 January 24-26 

R.O. Ranch 

Mayo, FL 

 April 18-20 

“Our Barn” 

Ridgeway, SC 

 May 2-4 

East Fork Stables 

Jamestown, TN 

 May 16-18 

4th Annual Gathering 

Tom’s Farm in Virginia 

 June 13-15 

Old Cow Town 

Saguache, CO 

 June 20-22 

Tribute to the Mustang 

Wyoming 
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Best of America by Horseback dress shirts, T-shirts, and show DVD’s are available!  

Please call the office at 540-829-9555 to order your BOABH logo gear.  

 

Check out our BOABH logo gear on our website: 

www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/boabhlogogear.html 

 

Don’t forget RFD-TV is hosting The American again for the 

second year at AT&T Stadium in Arlington, TX. This is the 

home stadium for the Dallas Cowboys and lends a great 

arena to set up for the world’s richest rodeo.  

 

There is lots to do at the stadium all weekend with a “Fan 

Zone” which is free to all and ending with the rodeo itself 

on Sunday, March 1, 2015. 

 

Anyone interested in purchasing tickets you can visit 

www.ticketmaster.com. You can also purchase combo tick-

ets for the PBR Iron Cowboy that takes place Saturday 

night as well as The American. 

 
 

 

 

Watch  LIVE  

Sunday, March 1, 2015  
Pre-Show 2:00 pm est  

The American 3:00 pm est  

http://www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/boabhlogogear.html
http://www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/boabhlogogear.html
http://www.ticketmaster.com/PBR-Iron-Cowboy-VI-The-tickets/artist/1998231
http://www.rfdtv.com/link/649370/find-us-in-your-area
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Heart of Dixie Trail Rides --- Alabama 

     - 334-670-0005 

     - www.heartofdixietrailride.com 

 

Bar Fifty Guest Ranch --- Arkansas 

     - www.barfiftyranch.com 

 

Reed Valley Ranch --- California 

     - 951-767-0524 

     - www.reedvalleyranch.com 

 

Hayes Canyon Campground at Shawnee  

Forest --- Illinois 

     - www.hayescanyon.com 

 

Mammoth Cave Horse Camp --- Kentucky 

     - 888-682-3958 

     - www.mammothcavehorsecamp.com 

Brushy Creek Guest Ranch --- Missouri 

     - 601-225-7010 

     - www.brushycreekguestranch.com 

 

Circle E Guest Ranch --- Tennessee 

     - 931-962-1790 

     - www.circleeguestranch.com 

 

Fort Valley Ranch --- Virginia 

     - 888-754-5771 

     - www.fortvalleystable.com 

 

Paradise Ranch --- Wyoming 

     - 307-684-7876 

     - www.paradiseranch.com 

 

Put on your own trail 

ride and earn points! 

Click the image to  

the left to learn more 

about the trail riding 

club and how to earn 

points or put on your 

own ride. 

 

  

 

 

 
Like and Share us on 

Facebook! 

 
www.facebook.com/bestofamericabyhorseback 

 

 

 

Get Discounts with these great companies: 

http://www.heartofdixietrailride.com
http://www.barfiftyranch.com
http://www.barfiftyranch.com
http://www.hayescanyon.com
http://www.mammothcavehorsecamp.com
http://www.brushycreekguestranch.com
http://www.brushycreekguestranch.com
http://www.fortvalleystable.com
http://www.paradiseranch.com
http://www.facebook.com/bestofamericabyhorseback
http://www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/ridingclub.html
http://www.facebook.com/bestofamericabyhorseback


Visit our website for more information. 

Virginia Peanut Company  

Franklin, Virginia  

www.virginiapeanutcompany.com 

757-562-1414 

 
True West Campground, Stables & Mercan-

tile  

Jamestown, Tennessee 

www.truewestcampground.com 

931-752-8272 

 
Grove River Ranch Equestrian Center & Retreat 

Gillsville, Georgia 

www.GroveRiverRanch.com 

706-677-0072 / 770-540-8380 

 

Mills Farm Horse Motel  

Indianola, Illinois 

www.millsfarm.info 

217-247-9930 

 

Flying Bee Ranch 

Bayard, Nebraska 

www.flyingbee-ranch.com       

308-783-2885 

 

Fort Valley Ranch 

Fort , Virginia 

www.fortvalleystable.com 

540-933-6633 / 888-754-5771 

 

RO Ranch  

Mayo, Florida 

www.roranch.org 

866.813.1617 

 

White Stallion Ranch 

Tucson, Arizona 

www.wsranch.com 

888-977-2624 

Spirit of Suwannee Music Park 

Live Oak, Florida 

www.musicliveshere.com 

386-364-1683 

 

Our Father's Haven Bed and Breakfast  

Bushnell, Florida 

www.ofhbandb.com 

352-793-7920 

 

Mingo Trails Horse Riding Park  

Toomsboro, Georgia 

www.mingotrails.com 

478-278-6963 

 

Blackhawk Horse Camp, LLC   

Osage County, Kansas 

blackhawkhorsecamp.com 

785-806-3121 

 

The Big Elk Lick Horse Camp  

Benezette, Pennsylvania 

rickandcandy@gmail.com 

814-787-4656 

 

President Lincoln's Cottage  

Washington DC 

www.lincolncottage.org 

(202) 829-0436 x31231 

 

Idle Nook Horse Camp LLC  

Boles, Arkansas 

www.idlenook.com 

807-356-3655 / 501-276-9013 

WATCH BEST OF AMERICA BY HORSEBACK ON: 

NEW! SHOWTIME: 
Thursday 2:00 pm est / 1:00 pm ct 

Thank You to Our Show Sponsors 

 

February 26 
Lizard Lake / Butler Hill, 

WA Part 2 

 

March 5 
Dunn Horse & Mule, CO 

 

March 12 
RO Ranch, FL  

(2013) 

 

March 19 
Fairy Stone State Park, 

VA 

 

March 26 
Reed Valley Ranch, CA 

 

April 2 
Belize Cruise 2014 

 

April 9 
East Fork Stables, TN 

(2014) 

 

April 16 
Lincoln’s Ride to the 

White House 

 

 

 

Editor in Chief: Kristen Biscoe 

http://www.virginiapeanutcompany.com
http://www.truewestcampground.com
http://www.GroveRiverRanch.com
http://www.millsfarm.info
http://www.flyingbee-ranch.com
http://www.fortvalleystable.com
http://www.roranch.org
http://www.wsranch.com
http://www.musicliveshere.com
http://www.ofhbandb.com
http://www.mingotrails.com
http://www.blackhawkhorsecamp.com
http://www.lincolncottage.org
http://www.idlenook.com
http://www.facebook.com/bestofamericabyhorseback
http://www.rfdtv.com/category/267411/schedule
http://www.bestofamericabyhorseback.com/tvschedule.html
http://www.csipads.com/
http://www.millcreekspreaders.com/
http://www.lakotaofohio.com/
http://www.turnoverball.com/
http://nwha.com/
http://www.tuckersaddlery.com/
http://www.duderanch.org/
http://www.spurrsbigfix.com/
http://www.aqha.com/
http://www.buckarooleather.com/

